The Third Baseman 

 Desired characteristics for a third baseman are the following:

- Right-handed thrower 

- Quick and agile

- Sure hands and quick reactions

- Height to help on high bouncers

- Strong and accurate throwing arm

- Ability to throw from set and off-balance positions

- Aggressive with the ability to charge

- Good range to the left to cut off balls to shortstop

- Confident, cocky, and fearless.

The third baseman also covers many areas on the field. They include the following:

- Hitter - The third baseman takes a position three to four feet in front of the base and two or three feet inside the line so that one step gets her to the line. The deeper the third baseman can play, the more time she has to react to the ball. But the third baseman cannot let the bunt beat her. With a strong right-handed hitter up and no chance of a bunt, the third baseman may play even with the bag. Never in softball should the third baseman play behind the bag because she will be too deep to make the play on slow balls in front of her. 

- Bunter - The third baseman plays as close as necessary to field the bunt and get the out, somewhere from half to two-thirds the distance to home depending on the player's quickness, ability to charge the ball, arm strength, and quickness of release.

- Slapper - The third baseman is in several steps closer than the position used when assuming a hit. She must move several steps towards the pitcher to help cut off slaps to the shortstop. 

